[Neurotrophic keratopathy : Principles, diagnostics and treatment].
Corneal nerves are responsible for the reception of pain, temperature, and touch and are an important component of homeostasis of the ocular surface. When the corneal innervation is reduced, degenerative changes can be manifested as neurotrophic keratopathy (NK). In a stage-dependent course, corneal epithelial alterations and ulcers may occur, even leading to perforation. The cause of NK is predominantly damage to the trigeminal nerve, which can be caused by infections (especially herpesviruses), metabolic diseases (such as diabetes mellitus) and by surgical procedures. The diagnosis of NK requires a detailed medical and ocular history, assessment of corneal sensitivity, and a complete ocular examination. The treatment of NK is oriented to the clinical severity and aims to restore the integrity of the ocular surface in order to prevent further disease progression.